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OREGON BUSINESS - FEBRUARY 


Compared with 
January 1944 February 1945 


Bank Debits — 1,6 —+- 40,6 
‘Retail Sales — 2,2 . + 1,5 
Building Permits 3 +63 - + 8,3 


Gasoline Sales —0.1 - 11,9 








One Business Failure for February No Failures Four Failures 
($2,000) ($57,000) 
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HOW MANY GOVERNMENTAL UNITS? 
Herman Kehrli, Director 
Bureau of Municipal Research and Service, University of Oregon 


Those who seek maximum efficiency in government may well consider whether 
Oregon needs as many local governmental units as it now supports. Likewise, those 
who are alarmed by the rapid trend toward contralization of government administration 
and control may well consider whether the present organization of local government 
in Oregon does not contribute to that trend, 

An enumeration! of the wits of government in Oregon reveals the existence of 
2,640 governmental units in this state as of July 1, 1941, Of this number, 2,476 
were active at least to the extent of electing officers, and taxes were levied by 





Ithe Units of Government in Oregon, 1941, (University of Oregon Bureau of 
Municipal Research ond Service.) 
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2,514, The state, 36 counties, 207 cities, 2,154 school districts, and 242 other 
districts, ranginy from irrigation to rural fire-protection districts, comprised 

the grand total. In addition there were in existence a variety of special districts 
such as special road, general road, fire-patrol, forest-patrol, rodent-control, re- 
forestation, state fire-patrol, tuberculosis-testing, local improvement, county-fair, 
and pest-control districts, that did not fall within the definition of governmental 
units used in the enumeration, 


NUMBER OF GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IN OREGON, 1941 


Total No, of No, of Units 
Number of . Active Levying Property 
Units Vaits Taxes 
State cf o 7. e . a » o ‘ - e a ca e e e i 1 1 
Counties, & = a a o o a * * . * a - ° 36 36 ? 36 
Cities. * * a 3 a . e « e ¢ * s . 8 * 207 195 187 
ee ee ee ee 2,154 - 2,015 1,919 
Other districts: 

Water, 6 @ e 6 e a e e 6 a 6 e o 70 70 ‘ 50 
Irrigation » @« 6 © @oe@ 6 @€ @ @ 6 65 53 47 
Drainage ee secc eo eee eee 55 54 40 
Rural fire protection. . . « « e 2C 20 12 
at «6 «4-2 6 « s 6 & 66.66 4 18 18 14 
Public utility ...ceeccvrvres 12 12 8 
' Highway improvement. « « « « « e 2 2 0 





done numbers are for January 1, 1941, except school districts, which are for 
June 30, 1940, 


At tho time of the enumeration there was in Oregon a governmental unit for 
every 413 persons, and for every unit an area of 36 square miles and an assessed 
valuation of $333,378. All of the settled parts of the state come within the 
jurisdiction of from two to six or seven overlapping units. A glance at the 
tax statement will indicate how many, 


Variations in the size, population, and financial ability of units which 
have been organized to provide like services are striking, These variations are 
usually explainable on the basis of some historical or geographic factors. Not 
all of these variations can, however, be justified on the basis of present-day 
conditions, 


ACTIVE GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IN OREGON, BY COUNTIES, 19412 


Total Active School Other 
Counties Units Citics Districts Districts 
Baker *2e«eeee 86 7 “76 3 
Benton. « © 0 « e 59 3 56 - 
Clackamas * © @ @ 154 12 130 12 
C latsop Se. a ae 45 5 34 6 
Columbia. « » « « 73 § 49 19 


OS Pre re fee ear” ree OO wT 2 Pe oe Sy © eee 
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Active Governmental Units, Cont. 


Total Active School Other 
Counties Units Cities Districts Districts 


65 13 

2 
22 
26 
101 


CoO8. « « 86 
Crook, . 6 
Curry .« « 25 
Deschutes , 36 
Douglas , | 113 


ONY Fe @ 


~ 


Gilliam , 34 
Grant . . ) 49 
Harney...» . 36 
Hood River. 15 
Jackson . , 


30 
4" 
54 
9 
67 


't Non we 


~ 


Jefferson 
Josephine . 
Lake. @ @ 
Lane, e «6 


Or Oe onn no en 
~ 


~~ h— W “J it~ 


- 


Lincoln 
Linn. . 
Malheur 
Marion, 
Morrow, 
Ktultnomah 


16 


) 

8 5 
6 20 
x) 4 
4 1 
4 29 


Polk. .. 
Sherman , 
Tillamook 
Umatilla, 
Union . , 


aonrr on 
ss 
waor t 


Wallowa , 

Masco »« « ¢ ' 

Washington, , . 138 
Wheeler , , 37 
Yamhill , , 117 
Bi-county , 4 


—~ 
1 ONn@ear 


107 


Total, 24409 195 2016° 229° 








1 s of January 1, 1941, except for school districts, which are as of June 30,1940, 
County unit is a common school district also, 
ere a school district is in two or more counties, it is counted as a unit in 
each county, for the county total, but is counted only once for the total of units 
in the state, Connties and the state are, of course, excluded from this tabulation, 














OREGON BUSINESS REVIEW 





- 


"OTHER" GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IN OREGON, BY COUNTIES, 19412 





| Rural Highway 
Irri- Drain- Fire Pro- Public Improve- 

Counties Total gation age Water Port tection Utility ment 
Baker « ... 3 2 1 - - ~ - ~ 
Benton, > oh 0 7~ = - - - - - 
Clackamas . , 12 - - 9 - 3 - - 
Clatsop 4 « e 6 - 2 2 1 ~ 1 e 
Columbia. .. 19 - 12 3 1 ~ 3 - 
C0oOSe « « 6 « 13 - 6 2 3 2 - - 
Crook . «6 « « 3 2 - - - ~ 1 ~ 
Curry « « « e 2 - - - 1 1 - a 
Deschutes . . 8 6 - 2 - o = a 
Douglas . .« e 2 - 2 - 1 - - - 
Gilliam , ee 1 - - ~ 1 - ~ ~- 
Grant °* eee 0 - - - = - - ~ 
Harney, se ¢«¢ ® 0 = = ed - - - - 
Hood River. .« 11 5 - 3 2 - l - 
Jackson . e e 7 5 ~ 2 - ~ am - 
Jefferson ¢« « 2 ] - l ~ - ~ - 
Josephine « « 2 2 - - - - o os 
Klamath eee 14 10 4 - - - - - 
Abs 0 6 0 2 2 ~ - ~ o e = 
Lane, e®e@8e 12 - - 6 1 3 2 - 
Lincoln « e . 16 - 3 7 3 2 l o 
Linn, e* eee 3 1 = = = 2 - ~ 
malheur . «. « 20 12 8 - - o - » 
jiarion, “a7 4 - 2 1 - 1 - ~- 
OrroWw. « « « 1 1 - - - - - on 
‘ultnomah . .« 29 - 5 19 1 4 - ~- 
Polk, * «es 6 0 aa - - - - - = 
| herman , » e 0 - - - - ~ - oo 
. . (Tillamook. . 20 - 9 7 2 1 l - 
tilla. .« ° 3 3 - - - - - - 
ion . « « « 1 - - ~ - ° 1 os 
Qllowa . .-. 0. - - - - o - = 
&8&CO «6 « © « 3 - - 1 1 - l - 
ashington,. .« 9) - 1 3 - 1 - - 
eler .. e 1 1 - - - - o ~ 
amhill . . « 0 ~ ~- - a ini i. ae 
Pooeeee 2 SS 6g. 8 gst Cs om o 
Total. . 229 53 54 70 18 20 12 2 





las of January 1, 1941. Units in more than one county ore abitrarily classi- 
Pied in one county, 
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| An analysis of the data assembled in making the county suggests three problem. 
areas, outside of metropolitan Portland, that should receive early attention. Most 
far-reaching is the problem of school-district organization, NMost acute is the 
problem of providing adequate services in the suburban areas, The geographic organi- - 
zation of counties is the third problem. 


(1) The financial inequality of school districts and the resultant educational 
inequality has long been recognized, The state has in a limited way sought to meet 
{this problem, Aut financial equality does not solve the problem of the one-room 
‘school, nor does it solve some of tho other problems of educational administration 
involved, To provide equal educational opportunity under the present systom of 
school-district organization would be financially prohibitive, and any attempt to 

°t |}do so would be extravagant, 


Through the years thefe has been a gradual but steady reduction in the number 
of school districts, This has been accomplished partly by local consolidations and 
partly by the organization of county units. Over 200 school districts have been 
'"}eliminated in the past four years. 


ACTIVE SCHOOL DISTRICTS, POPULATION PER DISTRICT, AREA, AND AREA PER 
SCHOOL DISTRICT IN OREGON COUNTIES, 1940 


No, of 1940 Average Area per 
School County Population Area of School 1 
County Districts Population Per Distriot County District 


Lance, « « » 153 69,096 452 4,594 30.0 
Linn, « « « 132 30,485 231 2,294 17.4 
Clackamas , 130 57,130 439 1,890 14,5 
Washington, 123 39,194 319 716 5,8 
Marion. . » 115 75,246 654 1,173 10,2 


Yamhill , 106 26 ,336 248 709 6.7 
Douglas , 101 25,728 255 5,062 50,1 
Umatilla, 93 26,030 ~ 280 3,231 34,7 
‘|Baker . , 76 18,297 24) 3,084 40.6 . 
“+ tPolk, e¢ 72 19,989 278 739 10.3 


‘* ~t Jackson 67 36,213 540 2,817 42.0 
Coos. . 65 32,466 499 1,611 24,8 
‘+ [Benton, 56 18,629 332 647 11.6 
-«" Wasco , 56 13,069 233 2,587 42.6 
_ —Malheur 55 19,767 359 9,870 179,5 


* [Wallowa ,. 54 7,623 141 3,178 58,9 
Union . e 50 17,399 348 2,032 40.6 
~~“ 1Columbia, 48 20.971 437 646 13,5 

Grant .. 43 6,380 148 4,532 105.4 
Josephine 42 16,301 388 1,625 38.7 


Tillamook 41 12,263 299 1,115 2742 
Liorrow. . 41 4,337 106 2,059 50.2 
lultnomah 40 355,099 8,877 424 10.6 
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Active School Districts, Cont. 


No. of 1940 Average Area ver 
School County Population Area of School 
County Districts Population Per District County District 
Wheeler . . . 34 2,974 87 1,707 5042 
Harney. « « e« 34 5,374 158 104132 298.0 
Clatsop . . « 54 24,€97 726 820 24,1 
Gilliam « « .« 30 2,844 95 1,211 40,4. 
Lakes « « « « 25 6,293 252 8,270 330.8 
Deschutes . . 25 18,631 745 3,041 121.6 
Jefferson , . 22 2,042 93 1,794 8145 
Curry « « «.« 22 4,301 195 1,622 7367 
Sherman . . . 21 2,0eL 110 830 39,5 
Klamath . ., 3 40 ,497 13,499 5,973 1991.0 
Hood River, , 3 11,580 3,860 529 176.3. 
ee + oa 2 5,533 2,766 2,980 1490.0 
Lincoln * ee 1 14,549 14,549 1,006 1006,0. 
Total, . 2015 1,089 ,684 96,350 
Average, 540.8 47.8 





Lot all of each county is covered by a school district. Therefore the 
figure "area per school district" should only be used as a rough comparison between 
counties, 


The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, in the last biennial report 
of his office, made this suggestion: 


"There should be a thorough end complete overhaul of school district 
organization that will recognize present-day conditions and needs, Such 
reorganization should eliminate the present complexity and overlapping 
with its resulting duplication of facilities and inadequacies, by redis- 
tricting the state into school units based on natural geographic, social, 
and economic bovndaries. These districts should be large enough to be 
financially and educationally efficient and homogeneous enough to make the 
administration responsive to the properly presented demands of school patrons," 


(2) The rapid development of residential areas just beyond the limits of — 
incorporated cities has largely boen a phenomenon of the automobile age. The first 
persons who moved out into the country to get a little more land were able to get 
pure water from their ovm wells, They had access to their homes by settling along 
county roads and state hichways, But as more and more people joined them, as large 
rural tracts were subdivided into city-size lots, their wells became polluted, their 
lack of sewers created a health problem, their access roads became inadequate, their 
schools became overcrowded, they needed fire protection and pciice protection. They 
had left the citios, but they soon needed many of *he services which were normally 
provided by city governmont, The problem of providing those essential services in 


the urban-rural fringe is today a serious one, not only in the vicinity of such large 
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Those areas have resisted annexation to the cities even while looking to the 
cities for water, for sewer connections, and for fire protection. The counties lack 
authority to provide many of the needed services and have been reluctant to use their 
limited funds to provide streets and adequate health and police protection to these 
areas, The school problem has been solved most frequently by consolidation with the 
neighboring city school systom, 


New types of governmental units have been authorized to meet partial needs of 
these areas, and are being organized one on top of the other, The number of water 
districts in Oregon has increased from 25 to 70 in the short space of eight years, 
Rural fire-protection districts wore first authorized by law in 1929, By 1941, 20 
such districts had been organized and that figure will soon be doubled, With few 
exceptions oven these organized districts are dependent upon neighboring cities for 
the servicos provided, 


If we look to the creation of various special districts as the solution of 
this problem, then we must be prepared eventually to have eight or ten overlapping 
districts serve the same area, Unless we are prepared to face such an anomolous 
situation, the solution would seem to be, first, to authorize a broadening of 
county administrative and taxing authority to provide special services in contri- 
buting areas, and, second, some news plan for the partial annexation of these areas 
to neighboring cities for the purpose of providing the services which the areas 
require and are willing to support, 


(3) Despite a substantial increase in state population between 1930 and 1940, 
the population of seven Oregon counties declined, All but one of these seven counties 
had fewer than 8,000 people, Three had fowor than 3,000, Four of these counties 
had less than 100 persons per governmental unit while two others had less than 200 
persons per unit, Five of the seven countics had lost population also during the 
previous decado, 1920 to 1930, 


POPULATION AND AREA OF SEVEN OREGON COUNTIES WITH DECLINING POPULATIONS 


Population Change 1930-40 Area 
Counties 1920 1930 1940 Number Per cent sq. mi, 


Sherman, , 
Gilliam. , 
lorrow . « 


Harney . - 
Wallowa. . 


3,826 
3,960 
5,617 
3,211 
3,992 
9,778 


2,978 
3,467 
4,942 
2,291 
5,920 
7,814 


2,321 
2,844 
4,337 
2,042 
5,374 
7,623 


657 
623 
604 
249 
546 
191 


830 
1,211 
2,059 
1,794 


10,132 


3,178 





Jefferson. .« 


e 
e 
° 
e 
° 
? 
+d 


Union, . .« 16 ,636 17,942 17,399 93 2,032 
Unless there is an early reversal of this trend, serious consideration will need to 


be given to the future of county government in some of these counties, 


The past twenty years has seen various functions shifted from county control 
to state or Federal administration or control, The inability of the smaller counties 
to provide either the funds or the standards of service required has provided one 
argument for making the shift. 


It is too often overlooked by those who believe in local administration and 
control that failure to solve the problems of local government merely hastens the 
Process of centralization, 
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l, Area: 


2. Population: 


A. Number: 1944 
1940 
1930 
1920 

B, Characteristics: 





COUNTY BUSINESS ACTIVITY SERIES 


25,938 
24,697 
21,124 
23,030 


tse Clatsop, Douglas, and Tillamook Counties 


Sasa ny 





Clatsop Coun 


820 square miles (524,800 acres) 


(Ration Book IV, January 1, 1944) 


1, Per cent native born white. .«<«eesevrevrec eevee 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potential labor reservoir), 
S$. Per cent living in rural areas. «1. 2 oe ew eo eo © © oo 1266 


Je Seasrve 
CLarsoe_ 
N, ‘i | “PORTLAND 
tebe MOOR 
LLAMCUK 
ee! 
/ © SALkM 
e EVGENE 
4 
* 
L | 
© RostAuvaad 
( QOUGLAS an 
Pe al 


82.2 
73-1 
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54 


4. 


Se 


6. 


Ce 


4, Median school years completed by persons 25 years 
of age or older; 
@. Males . « « « » 8,5 
b, Females . «ee . 9et 


Cities and towns 2,500 population or overs 


1. Astoria 1940 10,389 
(County seat) 1930 10,349 
1920 14,027 

2e Seaside 1940 2,902 
1930 1,565 

1920 1,802 


Employment (1940); 


A. Labor force (i.e, persons normally employed) 10,895 
1, 80.6 per cent of men over 14 included in labor force 
2. 21¢2 per cent of women over 14 included in labor force 
E,. Principal industries in which labor force is employed 
l, Logging ee eeeeesee#@e-e* ¢ @¢ # @° ¢@ @ @ 1,383 
2- Govermment. eccvseeveeveec epee 1,011 
Se Lumber mills. . « e « ©oeteeeee#e«#ee 954 
4. Acriculture oeeee#ee#ee?e#8#es @ ee @€ @€ @& ®@ 653 
5. Food manufacturing. « « ee eeec-0 0 o:e¢ 659 
Agriculture: 
A, Wweber of farmé .cccoeveceveseveee 6002.80 286-86 @ ®@ 661 
Be Averare size of farms oeseerereoee#etesesee#%teeeé¢eeese 78.65 
C. Average value of farms (land and buildings) . . « « « 0 « « $5,863 
D. Per cent of tenancy oe eweeewee#erererte et eeee#eee?¢e* 1162 
Ee Per cent of county in farms ...eccecvceaeceeoceecece 9,9 
F, Products: Bent grass seed, vegetables (peas, cauliflower, 
broccoli, carrots, lettuce, cabbage, potatoes, 
beets, and beans), bulbs, cranberries, and dairy 
and poultry products, 
Housing: 
A. Number of dwelling units in county 9,447 (average of 3.25 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 
1, Astoria 3,494 (average of 3,15 persons per occupied dwelling) 
2. Seaside 2,118 (average of 2.81 persons per occupied dwelling) 
Be Percentage of dwellings in county occupied by owners 51.1 
1. Astoria 48,6 
2. Seaside 42,2 
Manufacturing: 
A. Number of establishments 78 
B. Total value of products $21,991,392 
C. Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 


supplies, etcs) $9,121,589 





eo 
, 


—————- 
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8. 


1, 


Ze 


Se 





Trade; 


A, Retail; 495 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $11,159,000 
1, Astoria 262 establishments with 1939 sales of $7,881,000 


B, Wholesale; 42 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $5,102,000 
1, Astoria 39 establishments with 1939 sales of $4,975,000 


Naturel Resources; 


A, Minerals: 
Minerals reported in Clatsop County include iron, pyrite, quartz, diatomite, 
natural gas, coal, clay, sandstone, and basalt. Some of the Astoria clays 
have been used in brick and sewer pipe manufacture, 


B. Timber; 
Principal timber resources of the county are large stands of old growth 
Douglas fir, hemlock, and spruce, 


C. Fishing: 
Columbia River salmon and ocean fish form the basis of the large fish 
packing and cannery industry. 


Douglas County 
Area: 5,062 square miles (3,239,680 acres) 


Population; 


A. Number: 1944 26,476 (Ration Book IV, January 1, 1944) 
1940 25,728 
1930 21,965 
1920 21,332 


’ BY Characteristics; 


‘ 1. Per cent native DOFm WNIt@.e « eo ec eee e ee 6 e eee @ 95,4 
' 2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potential lebor reservoir). . 6628 
- 8. Per cent living in rural areas. «.cecvcacvecce:esd ores 
- 4 Median school years completed by persons 25 years 
of age or older: 
" Be Males eeee¢ee 8,5 
be, Females . « « « Qee 


‘ C. Cities and towns 2,500 population or over: 


1. Roseburg 1940 4,924 
(County seat) 1930 4,362 
1920 4,381 


Employment (1940): 


' A. Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 9,814 


1, 73,7 per cent of males over 14 included in labor force 
2. 17.7 per cent of females over 14 included in labor force 
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A. 


Be 


Be 








Ae 


‘ 


Principal industries in which labor force is employed 


l. Agriculture + 2-6 6 6 b-e-8-664-8 4. 6 4: Sie 

@.. Lumber mills. . ~.cvrvwrecvvev eves 782 

3.. Professional and related services » » «ee. 701 

4.. Logging oer eeeeeee#eee-ee¢ 8-0 @ 662 

4, . Agriculture; 

A. . Number of farm ..«eceeccer-2v ee cee eo 800 6 8 2,734 
B, . Average S490 Of TSARMO « «2.0.0.6 6 @.6 €.6:6.% © © 6<d @:b.e 228.8 acres 
C.. Average value of farms (land and buildings) . . « «0.2 « « $6,335 
D. Per cent of tenancy eee eee eee e#eeetvtvee#2e8¢e ¢ 6 ®@ 18.6 
E.. Per cent of county in farme . ce ccccaeeepreeecses 19,3 
F, Products: Dairy, hogs, sheep, small grains, and pluns. 


5. . Housing: 


Number of dwelling units in county 8,566, including Roseburg (average of 
3,27 persons per occupied dwelling) 


1, . Roseburg 1,703 (average of 3,10 persons per occupied dwelling) 


Percentage of dwellings in county (including Roseburg) occupied by 
owners 57,6 
1. , Roseburg 44,6 


6, . Vanufacturing: 


A. . Number of establishments 55 

B, Total value of products $4,344,006 

C.. Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 
supplies, ctc.) $2,482,893 

7. . Trade 

A.. Retail: 458 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $7,886,000 
1. Roseburg 154 establishments with 1939 sales of $4,655,000 

B. Wholesale: 37 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $2,856,000 


8. Natural Resources: 


. Minerals: 


Deposits of the following minerals occur: asbestos, chromite, refractory 
clays, coal, copper, gold, lead, limestone, manganese, mercury, mica, 
nickel, pumice, pyrite, silica, silver, sulphur, talc, and zinc, 


Timber; 

The rost recent forest census was taken in 1923, In that year nearly two- 
thirds of the county was covered with coniferous timber over 20 inches in 
diameter. The amount of standing timber exceeded that of any other county 
in the state, 


Douglas fir over 20 inches in diameter accounted for approximately three- 
fourths of the stading timber, It was classified as follows: 
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M Board Feet 
National forest 
available 
for cutting Private land On other land Total 





Old growth over 40" 2,141,774 9,419,264 7,580,273 19,141,311 
Old growth 20"-40" 13,978,314 4,102,658 5,100,111 23,181,083 
Second growth 20-40" 1,640, 261 6,181,537 6,308,621 14,130,419 














Totel over 20" 17, 760, 349 19, 703,459 18,989,005 56,452,813 


Tillamook County 
) Area: 1,115 square miles (713,600 acres) 
Population: 


A. Number: 1944 12,728 (Ration Book IV, January 1, 1944) 
1940 12,263 , 
1930 11,824 
1920 8,810 


Characteristics: 
le Per cent native born white .. ese. se ee«-. o*eeee es. 92.9 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potential labor reservoir) . 68.5 
3. Per cent living in rural areas . e » 2 es ss le Se @ 33.9 
4, Wedian school years completed by persons 25 years 

of age or older: 

Be Male ee ¢ @8 @ @ 8.6 | 

db. Female . 6 « « » 9.7 


Cities and towns 2,500 population or over: 
1. Tillamook 1940 2,751 (6,401 with adjacent communities) 
(County seat) 1930 2,549 
1920 1,964 


Employment (1940); 


A. Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 4,924 
1, 78.2 per cent of men over 14 included in labor force 
2e 20.1 per cent of women over 14 included in labor force 


Principel industries in which labor force is employed 
l. Agriculture. *e@ @ eo © @ © & © © @ @ ° © 1,033 
2. Logging. oeetee eee © © © © @ @ ° 705 
S. Professional end related services. . « 279 
4, Gawmille .c.cccceceevvtvbecsecs » 246 
Se Construction ...c«e-eeceeveee « 241 


Agriculture: 


A. Number of farms. . « « e «© © ot Tes’ sO 
B. Average size of farms. . « « » oe eee « 94 acres 
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Se. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


C. Average value of farms (lend and buildings). » . « 6 « «+ © « » $10,001 
D. Per cent of tenancy, «+ ++ s+ e+ es © ee © © oe we Oo eo ow 8 22 
E. Per cent of county in farms. . « «26 eee ees eseevneveve e 12.6 


F. Products; Dairying is the predominant agricultural activity 
and provided $1,290,000 of the $1,795,000 agricul- 
tural income in 1939, Livestock and other livestock 
products accounted for $245,000 and the balance of 
$240,000 was principally theestimated value of crops 
consumed on the farme . 


Housings 


A. Number of dwelling units in county 4,752 (average of 3.30 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 
1. Tillamook 906 (average of 3.20 persons per occupied dwelling) 


B. Percentage of dwellings in county (including city of Tillamook) occupied 
by owners 53.8 
le. Tillamook 44.4 


Menufacturing: 


A. Number of establishments 50 

B. Totel value of products $4,215,815 

C. Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 
supplies, etc.) $1,883,522 | 


Trade; 


A.. Retail: 234 establishments with 1939 sales of $3,901,000 
1. Tillamook 82 with 1939 sales of $2,607,000 


B. Wholesale: 22 establishments with 1939 sales of $3,324,000 
Netural Resources: 


A. Minerals: 
Mining in Tillamook County in recent years has been confined to the produc- 
tion of clay for the manufacture of drain and building tile, crushed rock 
for highway construction, sand, and gravel. The Lower Nehalem sub-bituminous 
coal field, which extends southward from Cletsop County into Tillamook 
County, was developed end mined in early days to supply the domestic markets, 
The coal is of good quality but the beds do not exceed 22 inches in thickness, 


Other minerals reported in the county but of undetermined commercial value, 
include gold, silver, and cinnabar; garnet, ilmenite, and magnetite in black 
sands; bog iron ore occurrences; limestone; sandstone and sand dunes. The 
location of both Tillamook and Netarts Bays in relation to the Pacific Ocean 
presents a situation favorable to the locetion of a plant for the extraction 
of magnesium chloride from sea water and its conversion to metallic megnesiw. 


B. Timber: 


Forest land included 656,000 acres, or 91 per cent of the totel area of 
Tillamook County as of July 1942, occording to the U. S. Forest Service. 
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Sew timber still covered 140,000 acres of this total on which the merchent- 
able timber smounted to 6.4 billion board feet log scale, This included 
about 2.6 billion feet of Douglas fir, 1.8 billion feet of western hemlock, 
and 0.7 billion feet of Sitka spruce. More than half of this saw timber 

is in private ownership end the bulk of the timber in public ownership is 
available for cutting. 


Immature trees oovered 231,000 acres and deforested areas 265,000 acres. 
The deforested areas, however, included 150,000 acres destroyed by fires 
including the great "Tillamook burn" of 1933. Several compenies are now 
operating in the burned timber area and are expected to require from 3 

to 7 years to complete their salvage work. Timber operators are of the 
opinion thet at least 4 billion of the 10 billion board feet in the burned 
area can be salvaged. 


Fisheries; 

Several varieties of fish are caught along the coast and in Tillamook Bay, 
principally salmon, tuna, crebs, and oysters. Part of the locgl catch of 
salmon goes to the cannery and packing plants st Bey City, which have been 
pecking crabs, oysters, end salmon for a number of years. During 1942 the 
cannery packed 9,000 cases of chum salmon and 1,100 cases of oysters. 

Much of the catch, however, including all of the tuna, which has become 

of increasing importence since 1938, is delivered to Columbia River can- 
neries. The annual catch of ocean bottom or scrap fish is also a sub- 
stantial item in the fishing industry. Fish offal is used as food for 
mink. 
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OREGON BUSINESS « FEBRUARY 


Bank Debits, 


against customer accounts) to the Bureau of Business Research had totals slightly 


lower than in January, 
days in February and 26 in January. 


Debits 
February 1944 


Number of 
Banks Reporting 


Compared with 


January 1944 


The 88 banks and branches reporting their debits (checks charged 
This was due in part to the fact that there were 25 business 


It will be noted that general business in the 
Portland and Salem areas held up better than other parts of the state, 


February 1943 














Ore con ; 88 $617,599,773 
Portland 25 460 ,226 ,978 
Lower Willamette Valley 9 37,987,958 
Upper ‘illamette Valley 12 35,789,233 
North Oregon Coast 4 10,752,926 
Douglas = Coos Bay 4 7,794,626 
Southern Oregon 5 15,922,455 
Upper Columbia River 6 8,022 ,921 
Pendleton 5 8,183,707 
Centrai Oregon 4 6,955 ,643 
Klamath Falls - Lakeview 4 13,538,796 
Baker - La Grande 7 8,448,386 
Burns = Ontario 3 5,876,144 


-m a6. 


+ 1,0 
+ 0,4 
——- 2,5 
—10,4 


—16.1 


+ 40,6. 
4 44,2. 


+ 35.9. 


+ 42,0. 
+- 9,0. 


+-45.7. 


— 4.1 
+-58,8 


+5241. 


“+ 28,0. 


—+- 32,6 
+-34,4 


+ 44,5 


Retail Sales, The February sales of 487 independent Oregon retailers were much 
the same as in the preceding month and in the corresponding month a year ago, 


Oregon 


Department Stores 

Food Stores 

Eating and Drinking 

Drug Stores 

Apparel Stores 

Motor Vehicle Dealers 
Furniture - Household - Radio 
Lumber - Building - Hardware 





January 1944 


* Compared with 


February 1943 








—2?,2 


+ 3.9 
— 3.2 
—2,6 
— 4,5 
=~ 6.4 
— 1,4 


+ 11,5. 


11.2 


+-1,5 


“+t 3,9. 
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The percentage change by marketing areas is shown in the table below: 
Compared with 
January 1944 February 1943 








Oregon = 262 +-1,5 


Portland Unchanged — 0.8. 
Lower Willamette Valley +- 6,5 + 7,6 
Upper Willamette Valley | + 2.8 +-4,5 
North Orezon Coast 3 + 4,3 + 8,1 
Douglas - Coos Bay + 6,0 +12,5 
Southern Oregon : + 3,0 + 3.4 
Upper Columbia River and Pendleton —19,9 $12.9. 
Central Oregon and Klamath Falls - Lakeview +3.0 + 6.1 
Baker - La Grande - Burns - Ontario —1,4 + 6,5 


Building Permits, The breakdown of building permits is shown below, The 
comparison 18 for 46 identical cities and towns, 


February 1944 January 1944 February 1945 








New Residential 


Eugene 


Portland 


Salem 


Remainder of state 


Total 


- B00 
569,700 
200 
173,363 
744,063 


none 
627,150 
none 
101,580 
728,730 


none 
596 ,600 
none 
321,007 
917,607 


New Non-Residential 





Fugene 


Portland 


Salon 


355 
48,905 
12,359 


Remainder of state 76,800 


Total 


Additions, Alterations, and Repairs 





Eugfene 
Portland 


Salem 
Remainder of state 


Total 


138,419 


3,519 
111,850 
14,692 
255,520 
385,582 


1,455 
23,090 
14,525 
40,585 
79,655 


7,375 
313,255 
20,310 
43,434 
384,374 


55 
235,760 
555 
17,883 
254,253 


5 370 
42 ,010 

3,167 
40,680 
91,227 


In Albany, the former Albany College grounds and buildings are to be remodeled 
‘as @ Bureau of liines lietallurgical Laboratory at a cost of $200,000. A housing 
project costing $109,596 which will accomodate 25 families has been undertaken in 
Dalles, A permit to construct a project to house the same number of families has 
been taken out in North Bend; the cost in this case to be $100,000, 
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